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by Pastor Ken Gerry

Thanksgiving has always been one of my favorite holidays. The tradition of coming
together to enjoy a home cooked meal and give thanks to God for all of the blessings
He has bestowed upon us. Friends, family, turkey, pies, parades and football are
some of my earliest memories of Thanksgiving Day. It was a day we would dress like
it was Sunday and you would have to be on your best behavior while trying not to
ruin your best clothes while “rough housing” with your cousins.
In the Fall of 1986, Nancy and I hosted the first Thanksgiving Dinner for the homeless
and hungry at the East Ocean View Recreation Center; we had the privilege of
sharing the holiday with 80 precious people. I remember the blustery damp day with
people coming in with no coats and worn out shoes.

“I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he who believes in Me shall never thirst.” John 6:35
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“We left everything begin

even our money...”

Felicitas remembers coming to church for
the first time and seeing all the free bread.
The Storehouse has been giving away free
bread at the conclusion of service to needy
families throughout the community for more
than 28 years.

As we served the meal dinner with all of our hearts and people were running home
to find clothes and blankets to give to those in need. We had a warm fuzzy feeling by
the end of the day, and that we had ministered to the Lord as the scripture declares:

Matthew 25:37–40 (NKJV) 37 “Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we
see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink? 38 When did we see You a stranger
and take You in, or naked and clothe You? 39 Or when did we see You sick, or in prison, and
come to You?’ 40 And the King will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as
you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’

“We saw a lot of bread, it was a rescue,”
said Felicitas.

I couldn’t help but think “But what about tomorrow?” Jesus told us that the poor would be with us always and
ever since that day Nancy and I have always seen this as our special opportunity to minister to the Lord.
This year marks the 29th Annual Community Thanksgiving Dinner, served by Storehouse Volunteers throughout
our community. Our Storehouse Partners and Sponsors help make this event possible through their faithful
support and giving.
Alongside a dedicated team of volunteers, Nancy and I personally prepare
dinner for 500 guests each Thanksgiving Day. The meal, served in the New
Life Christian Center Sanctuary, has become a traditional community
celebration that brings together people with no other place to go for a
home cooked dinner.

Events
Food Pantry
Wednesday & Friday
11:30am - 1pm
Main Storehouse
Groceries, inspirational
teaching & new friends!

You can help people in need “taste and see that the Lord is good” while
giving them something to be thankful for. A special one-time gift of $25
feeds Thanksgiving Dinners to five people. Please consider ministering to
Jesus this Thanksgiving with a generous contribution to The Storehouse.

Broken Bread Lunch
Free Community Lunch
Last Friday of each month
11:30am - 1pm
EOV Community Center
Food for the body, soul &
spirit!

Our partners make a difference
Did you know that as little as $25 per month can help us
provide healthy meals for an entire family? If you haven’t
already, consider partnering with us today!
Give online:

Or by mail:

storehouseusa.com/donate

The Storehouse
3921 Pleasant Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23518

corn meal.
Despite these simple
ingredients, living in a motel without
kitchen necessities made everything more
difficult. With empty stomachs and $12 in
their pockets during a cold winter, Eric
realized the importance of finding a local
church, a “Christian family.” In his search,
he found a small church; New Life Christian
Center.

Thanksgiving Dinner
FREE for Everyone!
11am - 3pm on Nov. 27th
NLCC main sanctuary
Turkey, sides, pie & more!

Eric Kanla, his wife Felicitas and their two
young sons, Ric and Charis left their family
home in the Republic of Cameron, West
Africa, to pursue the “American dream.”
This journey to America began in December
2010. “We just wanted to take a step into
the unknown and let God do whatever He
wanted to do,” said Eric.
The family found themselves living in a
local motel in the Ocean View section of
Norfolk. When asked about their financial
situation at the time, they both laughed and
made it very clear that they were “trusting in
God.”

“We didn’t know anything; people told
us that America had everything, so we
left everything behind, even our
money,” said Felicitas.
They managed to survive on a diet of Garri
brought from home - an African type of
cereal made with sugar, water, and some

The Kanlas began to visit the Storehouse
regularly, receiving bags of groceries along
with countless school supplies for their
children. This helped them to not only
adapt but also to succeed in their new
home. Eric recalls how the church pastor
paid the hotel bill just before they were
thrown out.
“He even explained our
situation to others who gave financial
blessings” said Eric.
Today, Eric and Felicitas have steady jobs in
the medical field and are both pursuing
nursing degrees (graduating in May ‘15 with
Associate’s Degrees). Ric and Charis are
earning honor roll marks consistently in
their respective schools.
Looking back, Mr. Kanla believes the food
and other Storehouse resourcess rescued his
family; more importantly, so did a sense of
belonging.

“What touched us most was the spirit of
love. We traveled thousands of miles
and left everything behind, but we met
people who made us feel at home, made
us feel like we belong,” said Eric.
written by Glenn Connors, Sr.

“Restoring Community and Changing Lives”
The Storehouse is known in our community as a resource for food and assistance, and most
importantly as a place of love and healing. We have seen countless salvations and physical and
emotional healing. Our staff and dedicated volunteers believe in the power of prayer to restore lives,
families and neighborhoods.
Thanks to our community and partners our outreach has grown to support 80-100 families with
weekly groceries, distributing 5,000 lbs. of food each month.
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